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ROCKY MOUNTAIN GOATS

Kocky Mountain goals (Oreamnas americanes) were spparenily extirpaied from Oregon prior 1D
European setilement, Some reponts of goats in northeast Oregon were found in carly reports but the species of big
game deseribed was in question (highome, anielope or mountsin gosts). Archeslogical evidence (Motthows and
Coggins 1994) indicates goats were found in Hells Canyon and were indigenons 1o nonheast Oregon.  Mountain
goats wene reintroduced to the Wallowa Mountains in 1930 when § animals from the Chopaka Mountains in
Wazhington were released an the base of Ioteph Moentain. This transplant increased umtl 1965 when hanting
sexsons staned. They were hunted doagh 1968 when low populations resulted in hunting being termimaied,
Supplemental transplants from Misty Fiord, Alaska and Olympic National Park, Washington from 1935 - 89
resulted i mproved leid sereival and sn populatisn

Ten transplants from 4 sowces have been made o 3 mountain moges in Oregon. Two transplants
(Wallowa and Elkhom Mountains) succeaslully cstablished mountaln goat herds while the Columbia Gorge
sficmpd failed. Populations are estimaied ot BO in the Wallows Mowniain herd and 33 in the Elkhorm Mowntain
berd or 133 ol statewide. A otal of 74 mounisin poats have been tmnsplamied in the state with eansplani siee
varving from 1 io 17 nnmals (Table 13,

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BIGHORN SHEEP

Rocky Mountaln bighom sheep (Ovis camadensts canadensis) were relntroduced 10 northeast Oregon in
1971 afier being extirpaded from the stafe by 1945 Twenty-two tmnsplants totaling 328 sheep were made to 15
Oregon locations from 1971 to 1995 (Table 2), Transplants varied from 2 10 30 animals and 10 separaie herds
iotaling 300 bighoms have been successfully established. In addition, &6 bighams were sent 1o 4 locations in
ldaho and Weshingion (Table 3),

Oregon Rocky Mountmin bighoms originmed from 6 sources incloding: Jasper National Park, Alberta,
Cardinal River, Alberia; Salmon River, ldaho;, Waterion Park, Alberta; Tarryall, Colorade and Sun River,
Moniana,

CALIFORNIA BIGHORN SHEEP

Historically, two subspecies of bighom sheep were native w Oregon (Bailey 1936). The Focky Moantsin
subspecies nhabited the nonhesstem comer ol the stale fram the John Day-Bami River divide, north and cast 10
the Snake River and the Orcgon-Washington stme ling, The Califomnia subspecies (O, ¢, califormiana) ranged
over southesst and sowth-central Oregon and through much of the John Day and Deschutes River drainapes in the
northeentrl pard of ihe sinte.  Indiscriminaiz bunting, unregalated prazing by domestic livestock, snd parsites and
diseaces carried by domestic livestock oll contributed to the cventual demise of Oregon's native bighorns. The last
California bighom disappeared from Sipens Mountain in southenst Oregon about 1915,

The first adiemgd lo reslare bighom sheep mio souiheast Oregon was made af Hart Mountam m 19379,
when 23 Rocky Mountain bighom were oblained from Montana and released on the west slope of Hart Mountain
National Wildlife Refuge. The kast surviver off the tmansplant was seen in 1947, No one knows the conse or
causcs of transplant fuihere, alihough the subspecics used may have been a facior, In recent years, Oregon has
ndopied the policy 1o restore native subspecees (o their native ranges (ODFW 19923,
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In Movember, 1954, 20 California bighom sheep were trapped near Willianis Lake, British Columbia,
and released in o 1,000 acre holding pastare on the west face of Hart Mountain. This population thrived and has
beea the source of most Califiomia bighom ransplants i Oregon, starting in 1960,

Through January, 1996, a total of 976 Californda bighom sheep in 69 individual redeases have been
moved within, info , or out of Oregon (Table 4). A total of 70 hesd have been brought into the stase, 138 head
have been shippad out-of-stsie and 768 hesd have been moved within the siate,

The average sing of cach release has boen 14 head (range 1 10 35) and these releases have been mads islo
It different hermd mnpges. As a result, there me corrently 25 extablished Califsmin bighom berds in Cregon
{Sirawherry M Milod—cxact cause mknown), Oeegon stock has been provided for five berds in Mevada (10
releases) and ome group of sheep was provided to Washingeon for release into more than one berd range, The total
California bighom sheep population in Oregon is curmently estimaded at approximately 2500 head.

Chegon has atiempied fo increase bighom sheep numbers as well as broaden the genetic diversity of the
California bighom shocp in the state and throughout its rmenge through cooperative effons with other staies and
provinces (Tabbe 4). While the mumbers look encournging, 23 of the current existing hevds are direct descendants
of the initinl population established ai Hart Mowntnin in 1954, Although we have not looked st it directy, we are
comecrmcd that there is far less genctic diversily i our populaisons than we would hike 1o have, The major problem
associnied with this concem is the rdative tack ol sounces of native siock that could be mixed into established
herds to merease the size of the gene pool.

Trapping wnd transplanting is used o control populaticn sise of those berds which have been esiablished
the longest or are thought 10 be large enough in aumber io allow remaval without jeopardizing popuiation health,
Controlied hunting is wsed o maintain the mm (o owe mtio ot or below one (o one in those herds.
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Table 1. Mountain Goat Transplants in Oregon, 18501989
Teansplants to Wallows Mountains of Oregon

Orgin Beo. of
Yiaad af Btack Muls Fomms Aesmma SEn Animpin
1 1950 Chopakn ML, WA 3 2 Josaph ML 5
2 18685 Cilyrmpic: WP, WA 2 a Huricans: A
3 1968 Misty Frord, AR 3 5 Hurricang B
e S e DRI WL VWA ] 2 Hurcans -
Total 18 2 28
T io Clu af
Cvigin Mo, of
Yens of Stock Male  Female  Relssse Ste  Animals
i 1663-F0 Ciiympic NP, WA z a Tanmer Butls B
2 1578 Ciymiplc NP WA F d Tanner Gutie ;]
1978 OmoieNPWA 1 0 TennerBufi 1
Tatal 8§ id )]
Transplants to Efkhorn Mountains of Oregon
Dirigin Mo, of
Yeus of Stock Ml Femsls  RelssoSte  Animals
1 1883 HF Cleansmtor, |0 3 3 Pime Cresl 8
) 1085 Cilymipie NP, WA, 4 4 Pirid Tl B
3 1886 Misty Fiord, A 2 5 Ping Croek 7
Tota L 12 21
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Table 2. Northeast Oregon Rocky Mountain Bighom Sheep Transplant History, 1971-1895.

o, of
Date Souce of Hinck e She Animas
1 1938  Mentana Mot Kngwr Harl Mousntasin 3
2 471 Ajbarta, Canpds Jampar Park Lipr, Huls Camypon 20
a 1171  Albeta, Canada Jasper Park Lostine River 20
' 18 Loatne Rhvar o Bt Pk Bloar Groek Fi
5 177 Loatne Rkar Jimpani Pail Bl ik B
L] 178  Losane River Jaapar Park Lipr. Hals Canyon (BatSe Cr.) &
7 1Ta LosSne Rivar Jasmpar Park Upr, Hesls Canyon (BalSa Cr.] 20
[ 1T Salmen R, 1D Panther Cr., Samon R Lower imnaha 15
g 181 Lostne Rheor Jspar Park s Ridpa i1}
10 183 Lostne River o mmpar Park Wonsha Canyon 16
11 184  Bullvan L. WA Walerdon P! Bear Cresk 11
Thompaon Falls
12 164 Saimon 1., 1D Fanthar Croek Hass 11
13 1284 SamenR., D Cever Crasl/Saimen B Wenaha \Widife Araa 8
14 1285 Salmon R, D Ebenazecr’Saimon R, Miram Rner 12
15 150 T o Toeryall, €0 Sheep Mountsn 21
16 200 Cotorwood Cr. CO  Cotiowasood Cr. Ehaep Mouran B
17 1283 Widhorse ba, MT Sun Rvar, MT Lowme Hadls Carpon (Chemry Ci ) g
18 4293  ‘Widhorse ls., MT Bun River, MT Fox Creek 12
18 24 Wikdhorse fa., MT Hun River, MT Dervemiey Groek 14
20 2ma ‘Widhorsa is, MT Sun Rivar, MT Fox Craak 12
21 28F  Albedta, Cansda Cafemin Josaph Cr. Drainage [Cofloveood Cr ) 18
72 295  Albeta Canoda Cadomin Lower Hels Cnym (Jim Creek) 22
23 anS Albarts, Cannda Cadamin Sheap Mourbain 11
WateronSaimon K Sheap Mountsn 2
Tt 352
Ciiation; DOFW Walowa Distnct Office Files, Enterprss, Oregan
Table 3, Norhoas! Oregon Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep Transplanied Ouftside of Oregon.
Cingin Ho. of
Ciato Sounce af Stock Rolaase Site Animals
1 180 Loitines Rbear {a) Jasgad Park Chiet Josaph VWA, WA 10
2 184 Losting River (B) Jmmgpar Paic Ealmon River, 10 16
k| 12M4  Lowiirn R (b) Jpmped PaeAN alaiton Besvarhasd Mins, 1D 2
d E igﬂnﬂ’hi g?sﬂu‘m MEID 18
Toiml i)

Citmbons: &) Mowntain Soats snd mounsin sheap of Washinglon, January 1883, Rolf Johnson Biol Bullefin No. 18,
Wa Siste Game Dept, Oympia
b CDPEW Walowa District Ofice fles, Entarprise, Dregan,




Table 4. California Bighom Sheep Transplant Hestory for Oregon, 18541896,

Ma, beoaght intd Mo, captured in Qregon
Capture Ciregon from Radermad Redemad
_Date She™  Relssss Sie Dut-obState  In-State Dut-of-State
1154 B Har Mounisin 20
1160 HM Stearna Moumninin i
03m1 HM Steans Mountalih T
1185 HM Owrylven Fivar (Lasie Gulsh) 17
o078 Sheddon MNWR, MY 4
DESA =K Ehaldon MWHR, MV 4
0a71 HM Sirmateity Mournitaing F 3
1175 HM Abarl Rim 3
1276 HM Puablo Mauniains 18
1278 =rA At Blm 2
onT HM Abar Rim L
oTa HM Mdrich Moundain 5
oA HM Addrich Mounsain ]
11@0 L] Pusbic Mouniaing T
1180 HM Fiah Creck Rim 2
f2e HM Algrieh Mowntain 4
1oel HM Oyt Rivar (lron Painil) 21
1VER HM Crwyhoa Rivar [Deary Pastur) 14
i k] HM Pusibla Mounising 17
Odfed Hi Jdnckmon Mountains, M 13
014 HiM Hadhery Tl a
o2er Lo Jackeon Monining, MY 17
2T LER0W Eheldon MWR, MV 15
2y HK Sanis Resa Mot MY 5
o2aT LEOW Baurnt River 15
g2y HM Cranhee Hiver (Painted Canyan) 15
el i) HM Risarsds Widlfs Area B
1087 Hb Trout Cresk Mins. (Dregon Canmyon) i
inar Hild Cheeyhies River (Red Bute) 18
gli-1-] oA McClallan Meuntain 15
ma SA Fish Creak Rim 18
(28E LESAOAN Frsamide Wikdife Anad a
il 7] HMY Lower John Day River 14
o2ma HM Coglan Butiss 17
el ] HM Harth Catlew Rim 17
oD A Vanous Herds in Wash, 13
01D HbA Trout Cosell Mins [Cotiomssod Cr.) 14
el [ai 1) i Sheammhead Mna. (Heath Creek) 15
eh L] A Shoopshead Ming, (Heath Graek) 1
oD HM Trout Cresk Mens, [WhRehorss Cr.) 18
120 BC Leswmr Jakn Dy Fbves 15
o1/ i Montans Mountsins, MY 15
01 84 Sheldan NYWR, MY 14
01 HM Dhabda Mountsin 18
o HM Sheaprock 1
i HM Sheapshead Mirm. [Mickey Ban) 1T
1M1 58, Coleman Rim 15
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Wintar Rim

Lone Mountaln

MoClelan Mounisin

Ratiesnake Croek

Steens Mountain (Squmw Creek)
Thramiba Croek

Winter Rim

Tenmile Rim
Cranhas River (Sharon Crosk)
Deschutes River (East Sida) a5
Trout Cresk Mina., WY
Daughesty Rim
Cranhas River (MNorth Tahie Min )
Craeyhina R [Middia Fork Craryhas)
Divils Giardian
Liowar Jahn Doy River
Dasechubes Rver (Vesl Side)

Ml Cromk

Owyhea R, (Norih Fark Cwhee)
Sheidon NWR, NV

Stearn Men. [Stonehouse Canyon)
Shespahand Mms. [Widcat Croak)

it

TOTALE

Ta

GRAMD TOTAL

BC: Wiliama Laks, British Calumbia
HiE Hart Mountain National VWidife Refugs
SA: Sleons Mountaintdnord Poaks
LGAOWY: Lesds Gulch on the Owyhes River
IPAOW. lron Past on the Owyhee River

O Lewwsr Jakin Dy Flbae
I Crwyyhine Hivesr, ldaho

Citntion: QOFW Harney District Office filss, Hines, Oragon
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